
 

 

 

 
 
Media release 
15 January 2025  
 

Sunny Corner Wind Farm community survey  
highlights local perspectives and priorities 

Community also encouraged to contribute to a community benefits survey now underway 

 
Someva Renewables ("Someva") and Mainstream Renewable Power ("Mainstream") , the renewable 
energy companies jointly awarded a permit to investigate a wind farm at Sunny Corner State Forest, 
have released the findings of a survey into the community's views and priorities regarding the Sunny 
Corner region. The survey was conducted as part of the proposed Sunny Corner Wind Farm’s scoping 
stage. 
 
The survey, which gathered responses from 230 participants, reveals the community's deep 
appreciation for Sunny Corner’s natural heritage, with 89% highly valuing its bushland, rivers, and 
native wildlife. Community and family connections (88%) in the area, recreation opportunities and 
lifestyle (77%), cultural heritage (72%), farming (72%), and job opportunities (56%) are also highly 
valued by the community.  
 
The survey also shed light on the community's interests and activities, with respondents using Sunny 
Corner State Forest for a range of activities such as walking (63%), four-wheel driving (36%) and 
camping (35%).  
 
Jamie Chivers, Managing Director of Someva Renewables, emphasised the importance of community 
input in shaping the proposed project: “Sunny Corner is a unique and beautiful area, and we are 
committed to learning how any wind farm potentially located in the Sunny Corner State Forest could 
operate in harmony with recreational and traditional forestry activities and bring future job 
opportunities.” 
 
“Co-design and working with the community are central to our current efforts to integrate into what 
people already value about the area into the project’s design and future commitments. The feedback 
we’ve received so far has directly informed our planning, and will continue to guide our ongoing 
engagement with the community. We are committed to listening and understanding the needs of the 
community to ensure the project delivers positive outcomes for residents, the local economy and the 
environment, including new job opportunities and a range of other benefits,” Chivers said. 
 
The survey also highlighted key areas of community interest being visual amenity, bushfire 
management, access rights to the forest and transmission lines. In addition to these themes, 
interactions with over 400 people and over 120 groups, have also highlighted that biodiversity, waste 
management, land values and noise are important to local residents. 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SunnyCornerBenefits


 

 

 

In response to feedback received in the survey, a follow-up survey is underway focusing on how the 
proposed Sunny Corner Wind Farm can deliver benefits to the community through the development of 
a tailored Community Benefits Program. Locals are encouraged to participate in the Sunny Corner 
community benefits survey at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/SunnyCornerBenefits. 
 
The Community Benefits Program will include a range of elements such as tailored annual Community 
Benefit Funds, direct Neighbour Benefits, support for First Nations groups, and partnership with local 
councils. It aims to ensure the project supports the prosperity of the region through initiatives such as 
grants and sponsorships, energy affordability programs, energy efficiency upgrades, enhanced 
community services or infrastructure, local job creation and improved bushfire response capabilities.  
 
The Sunny Corner Wind Farm team is also seeking to hire a local project coordinator to support local 
community outreach and engagement for the investigation phase of the propose d wind farm. Job and 
application information can be found here: https://sunnycornerwindfarm.com.au/2025/01/09/we-are-
hiring-a-local-project-coordinator/. 
 
In May 2024, Forestry Corporation of NSW announced Someva and Mainstream were awarded a permit 
to explore a wind farm in Sunny Corner State Forest. If approved, the wind farm will generate about 
500MW of electricity – enough to power up to 300,000 homes with affordable, clean, and reliable energy 
for 30 years. 
 
Next steps for the proposed Sunny Corner Wind Farm include the release of a Scoping Report, that 
will include an initial proposed turbine layout, followed by a series of Community Information Hubs 
planned for February in Sunny Corner, Yetholme and Portland. Locations and dates will be 
announced soon. 
 
“We look forward to continuing to learn from the community on this opportunity. By working 
together, we can shape a project that brings long-term benefits to the region and its residents,” 
Chivers said. 

 
Stay up to date on the investigation of Sunny Corner Wind Farm by visiting 
sunnycornerwindfarm.com.au or by emailing community@someva.com.au. 
 
All responses to the survey will be handled in accordance with Australia’s Privacy Act 1988 and the 
Ethical Guidelines of the Australian Evaluation Society. 
 
ENDS 
For more information please contact: Ben Hornbrook – 0431 180 161 / ben@kaizecenco.au  

 
About Mainstream Renewable Power: Mainstream Renewable Power is a leading pure-play renewable energy 
company with wind and solar assets across Europe, Latin America, Africa, and Asia-Pacific. Mainstream is one of 
the most successful developers of gigawatt-scale renewables platforms, across onshore wind, offshore wind, and 

solar power generation. The company has successfully delivered 6.6 GW of wind and solar generation assets to 
financial close-ready and has a global project portfolio of over 23.9 GW. Mainstream entered the Australian 
market in 2019, with a local office in Melbourne and an experienced development team on the ground. Currently 
Mainstream has a pipeline of 1.5 GW of onshore wind farm developments in central Queensland which are about 

to enter the state and planning approval process. For more information, visit www.mainstreamrp.com  
 
About Someva Renewables: Someva Renewables is an 100% Australian-owned, NSW-based renewable energy 
company that works with landowners, communities, and industry leaders to deliver the clean, affordable and  

reliable energy that will power Australia’s future. Someva carefully selects renewable energy projects before 
working with communities, leading technical advisors and industry partners, to deliver truly industry -leading 
renewable energy projects.  For more information, visit www.somevarenewables.com.au   
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